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Lady Malmesbury was no exception to the rule. She
had long keenly desired to effect a journey to Italy, and
after a correspondence in the c style of Junius,5 as she
expresses it, with some of her family who thought the
step imprudent, she bore down all the difficulties thrown
in her way by Jacobins abroad and relatives at home
and finally carried off Lord Malmesbury and Mr. Ellis

as her companions.

' Grove Place: June 21, 1791.

c I am so excessively cross that I don't know what to
do.   Imagine that it is but too true that the Emperor
19 going to assist the French immediately,1 and that
the Prince de Conde is to have the command of the
army, and in this case passing through France will be
impossible, and I must, as usual, go through Germany.
I am sure I am under a spell, for whatever place I set
out from I can never go any other way.   This is un-
fortunately such a well-authenticated piece of news that
I have very little hopes remaining of its not being true,
indeed none.   They expect, in consequence, something
horrible at Paris, and probably the King and Queen will
be the victims; their heads will be off 'and there "will
be an end of the matter.    But conceive that, in addi-
tion to going to Germany, I shall be obliged to go to

The pigeons walk into Lord Malmesbury's room, and over his table,
while he is'writing/

1 By the treaty of Mantua, concluded in May 1791, between the
Emperor of Germany, the King of Sardinia, and the King of Spaaa,
it was agreed that fire armies should be marched by the allies to $be
frontiers of France, for the pxirpose of overawing the French people,
and inducing them to return to their allegiance. The terms are
to have been drawn up by M, Oalonne (late minister of Louis